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EDITORS’ PICKS
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Choose from one of these stylish and striking hotels.

he three of us—all Southern Living Travel staffers—have slept in our
share of s0-so hotels as we research stories around the South. We all
have tales about bad mattresses, dripping faucets, and air-conditioning
units that sound like a 757 idling on the runway.

Happily, every now and then we hit the jackpot, as far as lodgings
go. These top choices (from three writers with very different personalities) feature
alittle something extra. Whether it’s a rooftop restaurant in Louisville, snazzy digs
in Houston, or a luxurious oasis in Chapel Hill, we think you'll love these picks

as much as we do.

Galt House Hotel—Louisville,
Hentuely If you want big, this one’s for you.
Located on the banks of the Ohio River, its

1,290 rooms fill two towers. But I discovered

the real draw—brought on by a recent $60-million
renovation—is a fabulous rooftop restaurant called
RIVUE. After taking the elevator to the 25th floor,
I'was stunned by the panoramic view of glittering
downtown on one side and glistening river on the
other. The restaurant slowly revolves, so I didn’t
even have to choose which view was best. Nor could
I have asked for a better meal to accompany the
heavenly atmosphere. Superbly prepared sea bass,
buttery limestone Bibb lettuce salad, and a perfect
white-chocolate mousse mingled with impeccable
service. A complimentary candy cart ended the
meal on the sweetest of notes.

I also enjoyed staying in one of the hotel’s redeco-
rated suites, outfitted with new linens and flat-panel
TVs. But the other truly grand improvement lies in
the Conservatory, which connects the hotel’s two
massive towers. Filled with aviaries, plants, inviting

THIS PAGE: The Galt
House Hotel offers
the tops in both dining
and nightlife. After an
evening meal complete
with spectacular views
at RIVUE, meet for
drinks at the aquarium
furniture, a 24-hour coffee shop and deli,and a pop-  bar,AlT's.
ular aquarium bar, it teems with visitors at all hours.

And back to that killer view, I discovered I can
achieve another rooftop scene from the other tower.
Here, Club 360—the health and fitness center—
affords exercisers the same blimp-high sights. But I
believe I’ll stick with the restaurant; there’s no
candy cart in the health club. —wanpamckinngy
Galt House Hotel: 140 North Fourth Street,
Louisville, KY 40202; www.galthouse.com or
(502) 589-5200. Rates: Start at $95.
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Always know the latest and greatest places to stay from our
Travel editors’ blog: southernliving.com/talesfromtheroad

Hotel ZaZ:
ZaZa. A snazzy, over-the-top, funky name can’t
be given to just any place. But this hotel wears

it well. Zebra print and crimson velvet furniture.
Alligator skin walls. Poolside cabanas overlooking
the museum district. It’s your chance to live like a

celebrity—if only for a night.
The 11th floor boasts the Concept Suites. My fave:

“Houston We Have a Problem” comes with a real

space suit, a telescope, and stars on the ceiling,
Another top pick of mine is the “Rock Star” Magnificent
Seven Suite on the 12th floor. Step on your private
elevator to get to this killer 2,160-square-foot place,
where double-height windows, wraparound views
of downtown, and walls lined with classic albums
seduce. Tip: Most of us won’t shell out the thousands
to stay in one of these rooms, so roam the halls to
see the artwork collection. The regular rooms feel
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intimate with small yet comfortable bathrooms and
all the amenities you'll need. Plus, they have style:
Pillows on each bed come with funny sayings such
as “Never Buy Cheap Shoes.”

The Warwick ranked as one of the most glam
lodging spots in H-town when it opened in 1926,
When it closed, people were devastated. Then ZaZa
took over, style moved in, and that’s been the talk
ever since. —JENNIFER MCKENZIE FRAZIER

Hotel ZaZa: 5701 Main Street, Houston, TX 77005;

www.hotelzaza.com or (713) 526-1991. Rates: start
at $199.

THIS PAGE: The astronaut
usually found in the
“*Houston We Have a
Problem” suite at Hotel
ZaZa occasionally is
moved to the lobby to
add more flair to the
already zany decor.

THE FRANKLIN HOTEL—CHAPEL
HILL, NORTH CAROLINA

We would return solely because of its
prime location. On pleasant evenings,

the hotel bar spills out onto Franklin
Street's sidewalk, where guests engage
the college-town life buzzing by on the
main drag.

Luxury encompasses more than
location though. Perhaps we are swayed
by the cushy, swaddling beds. Maybe
we are wooed by ordering a Hungarian
goose down pillow from the pillow menu
or finding exclusive chocolates after turn-
down. Even the sea spray wall color offers
a soothing hue.

“There are no early checkouts here,”
says general manager Michael Donaldson.
We believe him. It's not a rule; it's a fact. We
didn't want to leave either. —TanNERC.LATHAM
The Franklin Hotel: 311 West Franklin
Street, Chapel Hill, NC 27516; www.
franklinhotelnc.com or 1-866-831-5699.
Rates: start at $159.
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